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Christmas Twitter    Summer 2013-14   

 

Project Island Song volunteers (on left) Finn (age 4 ½ years) 

and his grandfather ,Malcolm Shaft, making sure the             

biosecurity signs in Urupukapuka Bay Campground on pest-

free Urupukapuka Island are up-to-date. Photo: Helen Shaft. 

Well done, everyone— 19 months pest-free and still counting! 

Project Island Song volunteers do just 

about anything and go just about anywhere 

on the pest-free islands to make sure they 

stay pest-free.; 2012-13 was no exception.  

Here’s a day in the lives of Terry and Ali Goodall  

through the eyes of Ali. 

“Fantastic day on Urupukapuka. Saw      

Malcolm and Helen Shaft on the beach at 

Otehei Bay as we landed and they offered to 

cover Urupukapuka and Cable Bays as they 

were headed there for sign-checking. That 

meant we could be a little more leisurely in 

‘feeding t'ducks’. Headed straight up to   

Entico Bay and immediately sighted (from 

the hide) a mum and two ‘chucks’ (Ali-talk 

for chick/duck = adolescent pateke or 

brown teal). Between us, Terry and I spoke 

to about 34 folk about Project Island Song. 

Heard later that Helen and Malcolm talked 

with another 40 or so.” 

It’s summer so it must be Santa Parade time  

Project Island Song flew their flags (literally) first at the   

Kerikeri Parade at the end of November. More than 

1000 people turned out to see Terry and Ali Goodall, 

and Tom Lindesay as very effective ambassadors 

dressed as giant pukeko, dotterel, and kokopu. Rod 

Brown came as a Project Island Song volunteer com-

plete with fluoro orange vest. Thanks to DOC for loan-

ing a ute and driver (Helen Ough Dealy) for the occa-

sion.   

The Paihia Parade in early December was equally               

successful—thanks to Richard Robbins and Darina           

Cincurova, Project Island Song volunteers and Fleur 

Cobett (DOC Ranger) for taking part.  
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From left: Tom Lindesay, Ali and Terry Goodall , Helen Ough 

Dealy and Rod Brown at the Kerikeri Santa Parade. 
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Tena koutou katoa  

It’s been another busy year for Project Island Song. Our greatest achievement is pest-free islands for 19 months allowing 
us to look to future translocations with cautious confidence. Our Project Co-ordinator, Richard Robbins, has been      
focusing on our translocation plan, supported by the Lotteries Environment and Heritage World War II                    
Commemoration Fund. Richard will have a discussion document for 12 priority species ready for consultation and peer 
review in the near future. However, as we approach the Bay of Islands’ peak season (coupled with increased visitor   
numbers), that caution must turn to vigilance. We implore everyone to stick to the mantra Stop, Check and then Go and 
share this vital information with others. Project Island Song will be out in force on the islands this summer, we look   
forward to seeing you out there!  

Ngä mihi o te Kirihimete me te tau hou hoki!  

Fleur Corbett—Chair, Guardians of the Bay of Islands    Feedback to: chair@projectislandsong.co.nz  
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Bringing back the birdsong—note by note  

Restoration Round-up 

Kerikeri High School  Year 8 and 9 students after a Project Island Song day on 

Explore’s floating classroom. Dolphins, the Black Rocks,  pest-free islands 

and how they can get involved were some of the highlights. 

Making up boaty bags for yachties and 

campers out in the Bay this summer. 

Floating keyrngs donated by Burnsco; 

tide timetables by Cater Marine Opua.  

From left Helen Ough Dealy DOC), 

Linda McGuire, and Pauline Moretti 

(DOC).  

What’s happening out on the water? 
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Page 3   “Project Island Song—Best conservation project on the planet!”  
     

Once it was only about killing. Nothing else. 

Yet restoration, rather than just liquidation, 

has been the name of the game on the islands 

of Ipipiri for Project Island Song now for    

several years. And we’re following suit on the 

adjacent mainland. 

Professional advice at the time stated that in 

order to keep the islands predator-free    

something had to be done about pests on the 

adjacent mainland. Reducing mainland pest 

numbers would mean  that there would be 

less incentive for the pests to swim to the  

islands. These efforts have meant that only 

ten rats (Norway and ship), two mice, one 

stoat and one cat have made it to the islands 

in the last four years, and over the past 19 

months the islands have been 

completely pest-free.  

As the map (below) shows, 

there are trap and bait lines all 

over the show—all part of Te 

Tangi o te Ata Dawn Chorus. 

This group of Te Rawhiti   

hapu, private landowners, land       

managers, local conservation 

groups, Northland Regional 

Council and DOC meets every 

three months at Te Rawhiti, 

for a couple of hours of      

discussions followed by kai 

(food). Contact John Booth  

boothy3@yahoo.co.nz. 

 

The narrowest point, Cape 

Brett Peninsula (from left); 

traplines run from Parekura 

Bay (upper middle) across 

‘Te Tangi o te Ata’ Mainland ‘Dawn Chorus’ to be restored 

Flax have been flowering    

prolifically across the pest-

free islands and the nearby 

mainland—providing food 

for the increasing numbers of 

Oystercatcher nesting at Otehei Bay, 

Urupukapuka Island. 
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Bringing back the birdsong—note by note  

Good news—native plants are coming back 

A seedling karaka was found at the back of Otehei Bay on Urupukapuka in 

an area of old plantings the Island Weedbusters were working on. The   

karaka was at least 50 m from the possible parent plant and was liberated 

from the shade of a climbing German ivy on a neighbouring tree. There are 

seedlings (post-rat eradication) under some of the planted karaka on the 

island, but this seems to be the first to be found some distance from these 

plantings. And a recent inspection of last year’s plantings show that despite 

the dry conditions Waewaetorea, Urupukapuka and Moturua plantings are 

all doing well. 

How are the plantings going? By Rod Brown 

More than 19,000 plants have been planted on the islands of Ipipiri since 2003 with  more than 4000 in 2013. 

We planted in late May as soon as soil moisture was replenished  after a very dry summer and when the soil 

was still warm. By mid-October, the plants at Ihumatea Bay, Uruukapuka Island, were all in good condition 

which will help them resist any prolonged dry spells this coming spring and summer. We are already          

planning another mass planting in Urupukapuka’s two-hectare Ihumatea catchment for May 2014. If you are 

keen to join us, please contact me—summerhouse@xtra.co.nz.  
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Waewaetorea Urupukapuka Moturua

Karaka. Photo: Barbara Parris. 

The Project Island Song Weedbusters have been hard at work on almost every island in the eastern Bay      

dealing to a wide range of weedy species. Tree privet (Otupoho (Home) Bay, Moturua Island)has lost nearly all 

its leaves and looks on the way out. Also in Otupoho Bay, tobacco weed and brush wattle are being dealt to 

with vigilant. While in Mangahawea and Frenchmans Bays, the mothplant sites have been cleared of all   climb-

ing vines. And on Urupukapuka Island it’s been Year 3  working on the kahili ginger  behind Otehei Bay. The 

big inkweed infestation between Cable and Ihumatea Bays is being eradicated by slicing each plant about 2 cm 

below the ground surface with a sharp spade - a quick and very effective technique. Two huge tobacco plant 

weeds above Urupukapuka Bay were ring-barked using spades—weeding makes inventors of us all!. The dying 

leaves can be seen from well out in the bay. The notorious Cable Bay Apple of Sodom has also been dealt 

with.  Contact Barbara Parris for more information: barbara2parris@gmail.com 

And as for the weeds…. 
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A Great Xmas Present Idea—1 Year Trap Sponsorship  

Sponsor a rat trap on the mainland for twelve months and be part of the best conservation project on the  
planet! Your trap will help stop rats getting to the islands. Your trap sponsorship certificate will be emailed to 

you with the trap’s GPS co-ordinates. Go to www.project islandsong.co.nz for regular trap catch updates 

       Trap sponsorship: $25                        Donation: $........................ 

NAME:                …………………………………………………………………………………………………  

ADDRESS: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

EMAIL:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

PAYMENT METHOD: Cash/Cheque  P O Box 367 Paihia or Direct Credit to: BNZ  A/c 020386 0008856 0-02 

…………………………………………………………………… ………………………………

The annual winter-time mass planting was a 

great success. More than 100 people came 

from as far away as Auckland to help restore 

Urupukapuka Island.  The youngest was 

about four years old, the oldest well into her 

eighties!  

Thanks to everyone who came and planted in 

Ihumatea Bay and a special thanks to Fullers 

Intercity for sponsoring the transport and the 

skipper and crew for helping so much. 

Lindsay Alexander taking a well-earned 

rest after a day’s planting. Note: the    

bottles were part of a rubbish clean-up 

done at the same time as the planting! 

Photo: Rod Brown. 

Manuka Henare hard at work 

planting flax in Ihumatea Bay, 

Urupukapuka Island.          

Photo: Rod Brown. 

On left: Some of the more than a hundred planters from 

around the north who came and helped plant during 

Winter 2013. Photo: Rod Brown. 
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How You Can Help... 

Project Island Song—helping the islands of  Ipipiri sing again 

Project Island Song is a partnership between the Guardians of the Bay of Islands Incorporated (a voluntary      

community group), Rawhiti hapu Ngati Kuta and Patukeha, as kaitiaki, and the Department of Conservation 

(DOC).  

The aim of Project Island Song is to restore ecological balance to a group of islands in the Bay of Islands,  known 

as Ipipiri. For many years there has been growing concern about the decline in islands’ biodiversity. Now, there is 

an opportunity for people to restore them by combining  energies, talents and cultures.  

Project Island Song Partner Contacts: Guardians—Fleur Corbett chair@projectislandsong.co.nz; Hapu—Blandy    

Witehira blandyw@hotmail.com ; DOC—Adrian Walker awalker@doc.govt.nz  

Summer 2013-14   Christmas Twitter  

 Join the Project island Song Weedbusters and deal to 

those weeds! Contact: Barbara Parris on               

barbara2parris@gmail.com 

 Project Island Song is now on Facebook so join up 

as a Friend and keep in touch. Go to: 

http://www.facebook.com/reqs.php#!/groups/126

512724042513/  

 Get yourself onto the volunteer list and go out and 

enjoy the pest-free islands with a bit of not-so-heavy 

labour thrown in as well.                                     

Contact: volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz  

 Learn more about the project by going on-line to 

www.projectislandsong.co.nz or sending an email to: 

info@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Cut out the rat trap sponsorship form in this      

newsletter and get rid of rats on the mainland.                                                   

E-mail: adriana.rogowski@yahoo.co.nz 

 Join up—your membership of the Guardians of the 

Bay of Islands will help keep these islands pest-free. 

E-mail treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Get involved with events and exhibitions— send an 

e-mail to: info@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 Become a summertime roving volunteer, walking the   

islands and talking to visitors about the project.        

E-mail: volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz  

 Give a tax deductible donation to the Guardians of 

the Bay of Islands Incorporated— you will be help-

ing to bring endangered birds back to the islands! 

Contact: treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 When you visit the islands of the eastern Bay of Is-

lands—STOP, CHECK (for pests) then GO ( & 

have fun!) 

Guardians of  the Bay Contacts 

Chair  Fleur Corbett     

  chair@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Treasurer Debby Potts     

  treasurer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Volunteers Fleur Corbett    

  volunteer@projectislandsong.co.nz 

 

Newsletter Helen Ough Dealy   

  newsletter@projectislandsong.co.nz 

Watch and Listen Out For  

 Dec—Jan Project Island Song biosecurity messaging 

  on Channel 63, Russell Maritime Radio.  

  Catch a Project Island Song roving                                             

  volunteer on Urupukapuka Island. 

Project Island Song is also protected by mainland pest   

control: Projects Strip and Points. John Booth (Eastern Bay 

of Islands Preservation Society) coordinates the pest      

control efforts of landowners, managers, community     

conservation groups, and government agencies along the 

eastern Bay of Islands resulting in improved natural        

biodiversity. More info? Contact boothy3@yahoo.co.nz   

Project Island Song is Not Alone 
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Thank you for supporting these companies and organisations  
that support Project Island Song 

Summer 2013-14   Christmas Twitter  

Kerikeri Shadehouse    

Volunteers 


