
Welcome to / Haere mai ki

Floating Classroom

Your name:



Be the Frontline of Defence

STOP (before you leave the mainland) CHECK (for pests) then GO (& have fun!)

Rats, mice, rainbow skinks, argentine ants and weed seeds are the biggest threats to 
the pest-free islands of Ipipiri (eastern Bay of Islands). 

If your gear has been up in the attic, out in the shed or stashed in the garage, it could 
be hiding pest animals, insects or seeds. 

Please check your gear on the mainland before you pack and, where possible, carry 
them in zipped-up bags or sealed containers. Before you land on the islands, please go 
through this checklist, then sign and date it.

  Gear Action  I have done this
  Packs Packs need to be shaken 
 and checked inside 
 including the pockets. 
  Footwear Shoes and boots need to be 
 mud- and seed-free. 
 Check treads of the soles, 
 laces and tongues of shoes. 
  Clothing Woolly socks, clothing 
 and velcro closures 
 can carry seeds. Please 
 check them. 
  Food Food should be carried in 
 sealed containers. 

  If you are going camping with your family/whanau on the islands you will also need 
  to check this gear for pests:

  Gear Action  I have done this
  Tents, groundsheets and  Tents need to be opened 
  other camping gear up at home and given a 
 good shake.  
  Bedding Sleeping bags and pillows 
 (if not used on the beds at 
 home) need to be checked. 
  Boat/kayak Check your boat/kayak. It 
 is a good idea to keep a 
 couple of baited traps on 
 board at all times. 

Signed:        Date:



Be Part of the Best Conservation 
Project on the Planet

The Project Island Song Story

Yesterday - before people arrived
The islands of the eastern Bay of Islands (Ipipiri) were alive with birdsong.

People and pests arrive
Rats, mice and stoats arrived and found New Zealand birds easy to catch and delicious 
to eat.

2005
Project Island Song partners: Guardians of the Bay of Islands Inc. (a local community 
group), Patukeha and Ngati Kuta (hapu from Rawhiti) and the Department of 
Conservation start working together to restore Ipipiri.
 
2009
Pests are removed from all of the islands.

2012
Pateke (brown teal) are the first endangered birds to be returned to the islands.

2014
Toutouwai (North Island robin) are the second rare specie to be brought back. 

Today
Birdsong is returning to the eastern Bay of Islands – note by note. Island landowners 
and managers, tangata whenua, community groups, volunteers and government agencies 
are working together to keep the islands pest-free. More than 15,000 plants have been 
planted and unwanted garden escapee plants are being weeded out. Rare animals such 
as tusked weta, Northland green gecko and tieke (saddleback) and rare plants including 
Cook’s scurvy grass will be returned to the islands.

The islands are protected by a mainland pest-controlled buffer zone – Te Tangi o te Ata 
(the Dawn Chorus). It is hoped that many of the rare species being brought back to the 
islands will find their way back to the mainland as well.

Tomorrow
Project Island Song’s vision is to restore the islands – you can help. Come planting, 
have a go at weeding and make sure pests are kept away from the islands.
Want more information? Go to www.projectislandsong.co.nz  or become a Friend of 
Project Island Song, send an email to info@projectislandsong.co.nz. 



Health & Safety Checklist
Health & Safety is everyone’s responsibility. To help keep you safe during the floating classroom trip 
please look after yourself as well as others. If you are not sure what to do, ask an adult. If you do get 
injured, tell an adult. If you think what you are doing could be unsafe, tell an adult.

Match up the three columns to find out the different hazards you might come across, how they might hurt 
you and what you can do to keep yourself safe.

Hazard What is the hazard? What can I do to keep myself safe?

Getting on and off the boat Hot, cold, wind, rain Keep a watch out for branches 

Weather Allergic reaction Wear gloves, covered-in shoes, 
  cover blade, carry spade upright

Tree branches Sharp spades, carrying spades Keep away from bees and wasps,  
  let Leader know if you see a nest

Allergies, wasp, bee and  Eye damage by walking into branches Follow instructions, don’t run.
insect stings

Tools Slipping, falling, falling overboard Wear correct clothes e.g. hats, 
  Jackets

Help yourself stay safe by filling in this table.
   Planting     I have this 

   Closed in shoes 

   Gloves 

   Keeping myself safe     I know this

   Who has the first aid kit? 

   Who is a first aider? 

   Who do I go to for help? 



Notes



How Many of These Marine Animals
Did You See Today?

Record the total number for each species in the boxes.



Help Look After the Bay’s Dolphins
• Approaching parallel to and slightly 

to the rear at “no wake/idle” speed

• Having no more than 3 vessels 
(includes jet skis and kayaks) within 
300 metres of a dolphin pod at any 
one time

• Not swimming with calves or juvenile 
dolphins (e.g. any animals less than 
2/3 the length of adult dolphins)

• Never driving through, cutting off or 
circling a group of dolphins

• Not making sudden or repeated 
changes in direction or speed

For more information contact
DOC on 09 407 0300

(office hours) or 0800 DOCHOT
(after hours)

Use the space below to write a rap explaining these rules.



Key



Record at least two bits of 
information on each of the 
main parts of this map.  You 
can draw the information or 
use words.  If you draw, use 
the Key section of the map 
to explain the picture.

E.g.            = Kiwi live here.



How Many Can You See?
Check off each bird that you see while on the Floating Classroom



How About These?



How Many Can You See?
Check off each bird that you see while on the islands.



Choose Any Two Birds
Choose any two birds that you see on this trip:

  - find out two interesting things that make them unique
  - draw the way they fly
  - describe the sound they make



Find a Leaf
Find a leaf from each of these plants, 

draw it or take a crayon rubbing from it.

Mahoe

Haraheke 
(Flax)

Karaka

Ti Kouka
(Cabbage tree)

Karo



Plant Them Right
Match the pictures with the right instructions 

and your plant will grow well.

     Carry the plant carefully to the site.

     Remove the plant carefully, try not to damage the roots.
 

     Open the roots out gently.

     Dig a hole that is just deep enough
     and wide enough for the plant.

     If you are putting in fertiliser tablets, 
     put them in the bottom of the hole, 
     cover with soil so that the fertiliser does 
     not ‘burn’ the roots, then put the plant on top.

     Put the plant in, fill the hole with soil, press down
       firmly so that there are no air gaps.

     Congratulations!  Your plant will grow well 
       in its new home.



Design a Poster
Use this page to create your own poster about stopping stowaways getting to 
the pest-free islands.  Make sure to use these words “STOP, CHECK then GO 
(and have fun!)”, and “Project Island Song”.



Acrostic Poem
Make your own poem about today.

P ..........................................................................................................................................................

R ..........................................................................................................................................................

O ..........................................................................................................................................................

J ..........................................................................................................................................................

E ..........................................................................................................................................................

C ..........................................................................................................................................................

T ..........................................................................................................................................................

I .............................................................................................................................................................

S ..........................................................................................................................................................

L ...........................................................................................................................................................

A ..........................................................................................................................................................

N ..........................................................................................................................................................

D ..........................................................................................................................................................

S ..........................................................................................................................................................

O ..........................................................................................................................................................

N ..........................................................................................................................................................

G .........................................................................................................................................................



Are there rats in your garden?
Make your own Tracking Tunnels

What is a tracking tunnel? Tracking tunnels are used by scientists to find out which kinds of creatures 
are in gardens, nature reserves or national parks. You get a rat or other animal to walk across an ink 
pad to eat some food. It will then leave its inky footprints on the tunnel floor.

What you need:
• Tunnel – Thin white card, A3 size or larger.

• Ink pad – 1 rectangular  plastic lid (margarine or butter tub lids are good) and 1 tissue.

• Ink –1 teaspoon food colouring mixed with 2 tsp water.

• Stapler

• 1 teaspoon peanut butter

What to do: 
• In the evening, put your tunnel on a firm,  

flat surface in a quiet, sheltered place.

• While you are sleeping, it will record the 
footprints of any animal visitors.
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Courtesy of Kiwi Conservation Club



10 ‘After it’s all over’ Activities
1. Find out how many and which kinds of birds are round your home/school by carrying 

 out some bird counts.

2. Discover which pests are out and about at night around your school/home. You can

 use the tracking card and tunnel plan in this booklet. Then set traps to catch them.

3. Take a photo of your Stop, Check and Go poster and upload it onto the Project Island Song 

 Facebook page. Then ‘Like’ the Project Island Song Facebook page. 

4. Share your floating classroom photos.

5. Watch out for pest footprints on island beaches and report them in to 0800-DOCHOT.

6. Plant native trees at your home/school.

7. Contact the Kerikeri Shadehouse about collecting native seeds for them to grow.

8. Find out about growing native plants at your school/home

9. Send thank you letters/emails to Explore, Kids Restore and Project Island Song.

10. Keep your cat in-doors at night and your dog under control at all times.

Useful websites

• Project Island Song – www.projectislandsong.co.nz

• Project Island Song Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/Project.Island.Song/timeline

• Birdsong – www.nzbird.co.nz; http://www.radionz.co.nz/collections/birds

• General information - http://www.doc.govt.nz/conservation/native-animals/birds/ 

• Bird counts - http://www.doc.govt.nz/conservation/native-animals/birds/five-minute-bird-counts/

• Games and quizzes - http://www.kcc.org.nz/games-and-quizzes

• Making a tracking card tunnel - 

 http://www.kcc.org.nz/sites/kiwiconservationclub/files/file/TrackingTunnel.pdf 

• Making footprint casts - 

 http://www.kcc.org.nz/sites/kiwiconservationclub/files/file/FootprintsINtheeSand.pdf 



What Will You Do When You Go Home?
Write down or draw one thing that you will remember and take home from this 
trip to talk about with your family/whanau.

What is one thing that you can do when you get home to help make the 
Bay of Islands a better place? Write or draw a picture of what you will do.


